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Juvenile Delinquency
Introduction
Juvenile delinquency is a legal concept used to refer to all the illegal actions committed by juveniles (Delcea et al., 2019). Juvenile delinquency may also refer to a significant variety of children and adolescent's behaviors unapproved by society and in which there is a publicly justified form of punishment as well as corrective measures. It may include inconsequential violations, such as missing school and more risky crimes, such as violence and burglary. A juvenile is an individual who is yet to attain the age of 18 years. Juvenile delinquency is a significant problem in the United States because around 17 percent of all individuals arrested in the country are below 18 years (Weisburd et al., 2017). The failure to address juvenile delinquency implies that juveniles would transition into adults with their criminal behaviors. Therefore, being aware of the forces driving juveniles into criminal behaviors is vital in the prevention of future criminal activities. The Juvenile Justice Act of 2015 is the current legal premise that governs juveniles who have violated the law and children requiring care and protection. This act replaced the Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 so that juveniles violating the law or engaging in heinous crimes may face the same trial as adults. In light of juvenile delinquency, this assignment addresses the contributing factors, its effects, prevention interventions, and provisions of the Juvenile Act of 2015. 
Contributing Factors
One of the major factors contributing to juvenile delinquency is domestic violence. Notably, domestic violence, especially by parents, makes children turn violent as they tend to develop the attitude of a "don't care" (Schepers, 2017). Notably, children involved in domestic violence or those who witness it become violent and aggressive, and as a result, it becomes easy for them to get into trouble. Also, juveniles exposed to domestic violence become violent, and as a result, they lash out at their peers. Ideally, children learn good and bad values from their families. Domestic violence results in the breaking up, and separation of families, the rivalry between parents and siblings, and unfair treatment of children, and these domestic issues contribute to the rise of juvenile delinquency.     
In addition, substance abuse among children contributes to juvenile delinquency. In most cases, children who abuse drugs do not have the required necessities for them to thrive. Therefore, substance abuse may be the alternative for such children to meet their necessities. Also, children's exposure to substance abuse compels them to engage in criminal activities for them to sustain their behavior of abusing drugs (Schepers, 2017). If children become addicted to drugs, they have to commit criminal activities to have money to purchase drugs. For example, children may engage in theft or burglary. It even becomes worse when children get addicted because it means they have to use drugs for them to stay active, and this implies that they have to commit crimes to meet their desire for drugs. 
Besides, poor socioeconomic status is a major contributor to juvenile delinquency. Notably, poor socioeconomic status forces children to engage in criminal activities to meet their needs (Anjaswarni et al., 2019). In most cases, criminal activities such as theft among children may be fueled by necessity rather than just the intention to commit a crime. Parents with low income are unable to meet the basic needs of their children, such as food and clothing, and therefore such children seek for alternative means to meet their basic needs. Delinquency is one of the alternatives such children may use to meet their needs. 
Besides, peer pressure from delinquent friends may force juveniles to commit criminal activities. Notably, if a child surrounds themselves with children who engage in delinquent activities, they feel more pressured to engage in such activities to gain acceptance in their friendship circles. For example, if a non-delinquent child surrounds themselves with peers who smoke, steal or commit other crimes, this child is easily influenced by their peers to engage in such activities. Peer pressure also affects children from low-income family grounds who want to live like their peers from well-off families (Anjaswarni et al., 2019). In order to achieve this, they may be prompted to engage in delinquent activities to look for more money.         
Effects
One of the significant effects of juvenile delinquency is that it fuels criminal activities. Notably, juvenile delinquency fuels criminal activities like drug trafficking and burglary as children seeks alternative means of survival (Sharkey et al., 2017). These activities threaten societal security as the number of criminal activities and criminal groups increases at the societal level. Increased criminal activities and criminal groups threaten the lives of societal members since the number of deaths increase. Also, increased criminal activities and criminal groups threaten not only the lives of societal members but also their property as the delinquent juveniles steal property to sell and have money to meet their needs. They may also vandalize people's property.     
Also, juvenile delinquency creates instability in families as family members struggle with the trauma of a delinquent family member (Newbury et al., 2018). Being convicted because of delinquent activities or when a family member becomes a security threat causes psychological suffering among the rest of the family members. Psychological suffering deteriorates their health and increases their suffering, thereby lowering the quality of their lives. In order to manage psychological issues, family members may be forced to enroll in counseling services, which may end up being too costly for families with low income. Raising legal fees and satisfying the needs of the delinquent juvenile also make families unstable. This may be most common among families with limited financial resources.  
Besides, juvenile delinquency is a health hazard to juveniles. Notably, juveniles involved in juvenile delinquency engage in health risk behaviors like risky sexual behaviors and drug abuse (Newbury et al., 2018). Drug abuse may increase the risk of chronic health conditions like liver cirrhosis. Liver cirrhosis affects the functioning of the lungs negatively and causes breathing problems that increase the suffering of the involved individuals. Risky sexual behaviors also increase the risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases like HIV/AIDS. Consequently, the quality of life for the involved juveniles deteriorates. These health conditions may become chronic and lead to death. As some of the juveniles commit delinquent activities like burglary, they may sustain serious injuries when caught by community members. Some of these injuries may cause permanent disabilities.       
Prevention Interventions
One of the interventions to prevent juvenile delinquency is through rehabilitation. Notably, previously convicted juveniles should be properly rehabilitated before being released back into society to avoid re-offending. Social workers specialized in crime prevention should meet with previously convicted juveniles and engage them on how they can avoid future crimes. For example, for the juveniles addicted to drug abuse, social workers may offer rehabilitation services to help them from abusing drugs. Social workers may also refer convicted juveniles to federal, state, or community programs that offer rehabilitation services to children. For example, Georgia established the Rehabilitation and Re-Socialization Program for Former Prisoners to offer rehabilitation services to convicted but released individuals before releasing them to society (Weisburd et al., 2017). Essentially, this averts re-offending.  
Additionally, learning institutions are better placed to help in solving and preventing juvenile delinquency. Conversely, schools should identify learners who face domestic violence and offer counseling services to them. This implies that schools need to have an understanding of the family backgrounds of their learners. Schools may be the only safe places for learners subjected to domestic violence, and therefore they should take advantage of this privilege and offer counseling services to learners and help them improve the quality of their lives. For learning institutions to achieve this, they need to ensure that they have qualified and experienced counselors (Weisburd et al., 2017). Essentially, counseling services would help prevent and solve mental issues among the involved learners.        
Moreover, effective policing would greatly help in preventing juvenile delinquency. Notably, effective policing may be beneficial in combating the recruitment of juveniles into criminal activities (Crowl, 2017). One of the factors contributing to the increase in juvenile delinquency is an increase of criminal groups at the community level, which recruit juveniles into such groups. Therefore, if the police become effective in their policing, they are likely to combat criminal groups at the community level. As a result, juveniles will have low chances of being recruited in such groups. The police should provide grassroots policing in order to ensure that criminal groups d not prevail at the grassroots.       
Provisions of Juvenile Act 2015
The Juvenile Act of 2015 was implemented to help in meeting the goals of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Children (Agarwal, 2018). One of the provisions of this act is the inclusion of new definitions like heinous and petty crimes perpetrated by juveniles and abandoned children (Babar, 2018). Notably, heinous offenses are ones in which the punishment outlined in the Indian Penal Code is the imprisonment of 3 to 7 years (Babar, 2018). Petty offenses are ones in which the maximum punishment, as outlines in the Indian Penal Code, is imprisonment that does not go beyond three years.     
Another provision is nomenclature change across the act, especially from juvenile to child, to eliminate the negative implications linked with the term juvenile (Agarwal, 2018). Notably, a juvenile is a word that is used to describe physically or emotionally immature persons. Some children may thus take advantage of this description to commit delinquent actions. Therefore, this act sought to eliminate the work juvenile to avoid its negative implications.  
Additionally, the act provided for the establishment of Juvenile Justice Boards in all districts (Sudha & Neya, 2019). These boards consist of a principal magistrate and two social workers, one of whom has to be a lady. The principal magistrate is only appointed to the board after providing to be highly trained and competent in matters of child psychology and welfare. For the social workers to qualify for appointment in these boards, they must demonstrate experience in working with children's welfare, education, and health matters. The mandate of the boards includes deciding on juvenile cases that conflict with the law, liaise with Child Welfare Committee to attend to the needs of children, and liaise with other district boards to ensure due process is followed in disposing of cases. Members of these boards may be dismissed on the grounds of power abuse, failure to attend the board's proceedings for three months consecutively, and conviction or moral offenses.   
Conclusion
In conclusion, juvenile delinquency refers to all the illegal actions committed by minors. Juvenile delinquency may also refer to a significant variety of children and adolescent's behaviors unapproved by society and in which there is a publicly justified form of punishment as well as corrective measures. Some of the causes of juvenile delinquency include domestic violence, substance abuse, and poor socioeconomic status. Juvenile delinquency can be prevented or solved through interventions like rehabilitation of previously convicted juveniles, school counseling, and effective policing. Some of the provisions of the Juvenile Act of 2015 include the inclusion of new definitions like heinous crimes, change the word juvenile to child, and establishment of Juvenile Justice Boards.  
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